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‘Community food project’ grant near OK 

Would pay for farm workers, expanded CDC freezer space

By RICHIE DAVIS 

Recorder Staff 

A “community food project” that could put hands to work on a Greenfield teaching farm and quadruple the amount of
local food going to area schools has been recommended for funding by the federal Department of Agriculture.

The three-year, $280,000 project proposed by four local applicants hasn’t received final approval yet, but it has cleared
a major hurdle toward an OK for funding to begin in late summer, according to project spokesmen.

The Franklin County Community Development Corp. would receive $80,000, most of which would go for a freezer that
could quadruple its space to store frozen broccoli, cauliflower and peppers from local farms. Last year, the CDC’s food
processing center cut up, blanched and then froze more than 60,000 pounds of local vegetables — also including
canned marinara sauce — to help farmers extend their selling season, according to John Waite, the agency’s
executive director.

Much of the frozen produce had to be shipped to freezers at Performance Food Service in Springfield, Foster’s Super
Market and Farren Care Center because of lack of freezer space at the Wells Street food processing center, Waite
said. This year, with the added capacity, CDC hopes to process at least 200,000 pounds of vegetables, and to sell
more of that local food to schools here in Franklin County.

“We really want to get it into Greenfield and Mohawk and Frontier,” Waite said. “If it’s grown in Deerfield, we want it to
stay close to home. That storage capacity is important, and we can’t charge a school $2 a pound to help us pay for the
freezer. The goal of all of this is help us get started, so we don’t need grants in the future.”

He said the freezer, which may go up two or three pallets high, will be more efficient than the 11-year-old model the
food processing center has. It would be augmented by also getting a new food chopper and a fork lift, and by
collaborating with a farmer to do onfarm peeling. 
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The food processing center can blanche and freeze 3,000 pounds of vegetables in an eight-hour day, Waite said,
although there are plans to hire an assistant production manager for an evening shift. “When we do get 5,000 or 6,000
pounds, when the farmers really want to get it out of their fields, we just want to be able to take it and crank it out.”

The proposal by the CDC, Just Roots, Greenfield Community College and the Franklin Hampshire Regional
Employment Board aims to “strengthen the local food community … by closing three critical existing gaps in our local
food system: in food storage, in low-income food access, and in farm and food systems education,” Waite said.
“Schools are great equalizers,” he said, adding that in Greenfield, for example, 62 percent of the students are eligible
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to receive free or reduced-price lunches.

Just Roots, a grassroots, nonprofit organization that has leased the 60-acre former Greenfield town farm and plans to
farm 15 to 20 acres of it beginning next summer, would receive $105,000 from the grant over three years primarily to
hire a farmer, set up a “Food for All” farm there.

The regional employment board would receive $42,000 over three years to supervise and train up to 10 members of a
“green team” to work at the farm as part of its summer youth employment program, and GCC would receive $57,000
over the three-year period to supervise 10 interns at the Just Roots farm, and also to develop its Farm and Food
Systems certificate program.

“This is a wonderful collaborative effort,” said GCC President Robert Pura.

Beyond providing nutritious food to a wider segment of the population, agriculture is one of five key employment
sectors targeted for potential growth by the regional employment board.

Jay Lord of Just Roots farm, where a one-acre demonstration garden is under way this season, is primarily aimed at
expanding the demand for fresh, local produce through educational programs. The food from the project would be
donated to the Greenfield Survival Center.

“We’re going to use the intersection of a production farm and education to work with kids and their parents to really
boost demand,” said Lord. “We want to start with children and their families. We would use our food as the product that
gets shared with those families as we start to build access and demand.”

He said, “This grant would help us to get our feet on the ground, get our farmer there and really start to get enough
product so we’re not totally grant dependent.”

Getting young people involved in gardens builds their interest in nutritious foods, Lord said. “For kids to reach their full
potential, there’s no question that they do better with good food.” 

You can reach Richie Davis at: rdavis@recorder.com or 413-772-0261, ext. 269
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Just Roots board member Wisty Rorabacher uses a tractor to prepare the “Food for All” garden at the
Greenfield Community Farm.
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